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POLICY MEMORANDUM 2002-5 (Revised) 

Subject: Guidelines for the Use of "Doing Business As" Names by Retail 
Liquor Stores 

1. Purpose: The purpose of this memorandum is to provide clarification of the statutes and regulations
as they pertain to the use of "doing business as" (d/b/a) names for retail liquor stores.

2. Applicability: All Licensed retail liquor stores.

3. Discussion: Kansas regulation K.A.R. 14-13-15 prohibits any d/b/a name that may suggest to the
public that multiple stores are part of a chain, or are owned or operated by a corporation. This
memorandum clarifies the procedure for licensing under a d/b/a name, changing a d/b/a name,
advertising using a d/b/a name, and operating under a d/b/a name.

a. New Retail Liquor Licensees.
• All applicants must submit an application for licensure on form ABC-800, including the d/b/a

name under which the licensee intends to operate.
• Any d/b/a name that might suggest multiple or corporate ownership, or that the retailer is part

of a chain, shall not be approved.
• If the proposed d/b/a name or a d/b/a name which is substantially similar to the proposed

d/b/a name is in use in the same geographical area of the state, the application for licensure
including the proposed d/b/a name shall not be approved.
o Liquor stores owned by a husband and wife may have d/b/a names suggesting similar

ownership.
• The Director shall determine whether the proposed d/b/a name is substantially similar or the

same as an existing d/b/a name in the same geographical area.

b. Previously licensed retail liquor stores.
• Any licensee currently operating under a d/b/a name that suggests that the store is part of a

chain or is owned by a corporation may continue to use that d/b/a name even if it is the same
or substantially similar to another d/b/a name in that geographic area.

• If, at any time, a new applicant applies for a retail license at that location, however, a new
d/b/a name will be required.

c. Operating under a d/b/a name that suggests the store is part of a chain.
• Any licensee currently operating under a d/b/a name, and two stores owned individually by a

husband and wife, may use a d/b/a/ name that suggests each store is part of a chain if and
only if each store posts a sign in or on the front of the store stating that:

► "This store is independently owned and operated in accordance with
Kansas liquor laws"

o The sign must be conspicuously posted on the front door or in the front of the store, in
clear view of people entering the store, and consist of block lettering in a minimum of
three-quarter (3/4) inch print. The sign may be adhered to the glass or printed and hung
or posted in plain view.
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